MISSION GRANT SUMMARIES

2010-2012
American Bible Society (ABS)








         $1,000
Since its founding in 1816, the ABS has sought to provide easy access to the Scriptures to all people, everywhere.  The 1976 convention voted to give ABS $500 each biennium.  This amount was increased to $1000 in 1980.

Lutheran Military Veterans and Family Ministries (LMVFM)




       $12,000

The purpose of this grant is to provide funding to counsel and assist veterans, their spouses and their children; provide congregations, pastors and other church related organizations/individuals with training to work with these individuals; assist law enforcement, school districts, etc. with educating their employees on specific needs of veterans and families. Veterans many times encounter problems readjusting to civilian life upon returning from deployment. Sometimes they need to either connect or reconnect with their Lord and Savior as well. This program is designed to help them.

IN Connection: LMVFM is an RSO of the LCMS and in the Indiana District and is located in Ft. Wayne

Orphan Grain Train









       $12,000

Orphan Grain Train has a need to purchase a newer Heavy Duty Pickup Truck to replace the truck that was purchased 4 years ago and has been driven 150,000 miles in that time.  The truck will make pickups and deliveries in Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, Illinois and other locations.

IN Connection:  Orphan Grain Train of Indiana is located between Columbus and Seymour.

Bibles and Books for Guatemala







         $5,000

The purpose of this project is to put into the hands of poor Guatemalans Bibles and other Christian books so that the children will have the joy of actually practicing their reading skills and learn about their Savior at the same time.  Many adults also need children's Bibles because their reading skills have not been developed.  

IN Connection: Iris Wittman from the Evansville East Zone is on the Board of Directors for Groundwork Guatemala and Indiana District LWML members have been on 2 mission trips to Guatemala and plan to make more trips in the future.
Concordia Theological Seminary Food Co-op






       $12,000

This project will provide perishable grocery items for the CTS Food Co-op, which is made available only to students, at no cost to them, to help reduce some of the financial burden of attending seminary.  This co-op provides between 75% and 80% of all the families' food and household needs each month.

IN Connection:  CTS is located in Ft. Wayne, IN

Braille Bibles - Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc.






         $3,500

Lutheran Braille Workers have been providing materials for the blind for many years.  There are many groups throughout the USA that convert reading material into the Braille system.    This project would help this group produce 12 Braille Bibles for world-wide distribution to the visually impaired.

IN Connection:  The group that is working on these Bibles is located in Valparaiso, IN.

LCMS Joint Seminary Fund








       $10,000

The purpose of this grant is to provide tuition assistance to seminary students preparing to serve as LCMS pastors through training at either Concordia Seminary -- St. Louis or Concordia Theological Seminary -- Ft. Wayne.

IN Connection:  The grant funding will assist students from the Indiana District and/or students being trained at Concordia Theological Seminary -- Ft. Wayne.

Hymnals for Kenya









       $12,000

The Kenyan Lutheran Church does not have its own hymnal in the Swahili language.  The work on this project is being done by Deaconess Intern Sandra Rhein in connection with Concordia Theological Seminary in Ft. Wayne.  Hymnals not only provide a source of songs for people to sing, they also teach the Word of God through word and music.  Current work includes selecting and translating hymns and entering music and Swahili text into the computer.  The goal is to publish the hymnal by 2011.

IN Connection: Sandra Rhein is an LWML member at Emmaus Lutheran Church of South Bend, IN. The seminary in Ft. Wayne is also a part of this project.

Ball State Lutheran Student Fellowship






                     $12,000

The campus ministry at Ball State University reaches out to all students, and this project would help them to reach out specifically to the growing international student population on campus.  Funds would be used for resources, materials and advertisements related to LCMS Bible study, transportation to worship at Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS) and to fellowship activities thus providing opportunities for students to hear and study God's Word.
IN Connection:  Ball State University is located in Muncie, IN.
Calvary India Mission








                       $9,000
Rev. Udhayanesan Raji is a native of India who has come to the United States to witness to other immigrants from India who have settled in the Indianapolis area.  The focus of his ministry is to reach out to these people by distributing Bibles, devotional materials, and mailings and development of a web site.  He also makes personal visitations to address individual needs and at the same time share the Gospel.  It is estimated that the greater Indianapolis are has an Indian population that exceeds 15,000.

IN Connection:  This ministry is taking place in Indianapolis, IN
Restoration of Historic Emmaus Lutheran Church Sanctuary




         $6,200

Emmaus requests financial assistance to restore the interior of its historic church which serves as a mission outreach to the south side of the Indianapolis inner-city community. For Emmaus to remain a beacon of strength to the community, they must maintain a safe and comfortable place of worship that will continue to welcome new souls into their midst.

IN Connection:  Emmaus is located in Indianapolis, IN.

Midwest Chinese Ministries - Connecting the Chinese to Christ



                       $4,440
MCM's Connecting the Chinese to Christ has a goal of reaching out with the Gospel to the Chinese and internationals at Purdue University through all means possible.  This includes weekly English and Bible classes, International Women's Bible Study, International Mom's playgroups and several annual social events. The MCM is also encouraging Lutherans in the community to interact with these students.

IN Connection:  This ministry is located on the campus of Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN.

Risen Lord Lutheran Church                                                                                                                                    $3,830

Risen Lord is a rapidly growing mission congregation that is reaching out to the un-churched with the Gospel in one of the fastest growing counties in Kentucky.  This outreach will be accomplished through personal invitations, mailings, advertising, outreach signage, visitor dinners, Christian movie nights, special holiday events geared towards visitors etc.
IN Connection:  Risen Lord is located in Taylorsville, KY which is a part of the IN District.

RUTH -- Reaching Un-churched through Tuition Assistance




         $3,830
Trinity Lutheran High School has developed a program whereby scholarships can be awarded to students who are un-churched and therefore in need of being shown the Gospel.  All students are required to attend religion classes and chapel services.  Funds from this grant will be used for this purpose.

IN Connection:  Trinity Lutheran High School is located near Seymour, IN.
