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July 2011 

"Tapestry of Love" based on Colossians 2:2 was the theme for the 
2011 Indiana District LWML Retreat, which was held at the Farmstead 
Inn in Shipshewana on April 29 & 30. Retreat Committee Chairman, 
Becky Thibodeau, welcomed everyone; Rev. Geisler opened with  
devotions. Karen Lippert, Director of Women's Ministry at Divine  
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Heartland, Wisconsin, led the Bible  
studies: The Journey of Joy, The Value of Valleys, and Hope: The  
Unfinished Project. Retreat committee members Krista Newmaster, 
Barb Smith, Susan Emmelman (song leader), and Janet Resner 
(registration) planned special times to reflect and to talk about joys, 
valleys, and hope with their LMWL sisters. Pat Potratz served as our 
accompanist. Committee members helped everyone make a 

unique personalized craft square together.  

 

Retreat committee members Barb Smith, 

Krista Newmaster,  Chairman Becky 

Thibodeau, Janet Resner, Susan Emmelman  

Tapestry of Love 
Retreat 
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Margie Wickert 

President  

Sisters in Christ, 

     As I write this, I am in PEORIA at the 34th  
Biennial LWML Convention. We have over 140 women 
from our Indiana District attending with 4528 other sisters 
and brothers in Christ from all 40 districts and some  
international participants for a total of 4668 participants! 
Included in this number are Pastor Jeff Geisler, 20 zone 
delegates, two Young Woman Representatives and one 
Heart to Heart Sister Leader! ñBeing with 
Jesus ï Living on the Edge.ò There are 
so many exciting highlights to share:  

 Y Gifts of the Heart IngatheringŸ 

 Y Servant Events: Quilts / Bird  
   houses / Flannel Blankets /  
   Food Container Tops / Braille  
   Bibles 

 Y Celebration service with communion    
    Dr. Ken Klaus, worship leader 

 Y Bible study with Dr. Reed Lessing 

 Y Adoption of a new mission goal 2011-2013 of 
    $1,825,000  

 Y Selection of 19 mission grant proposals to be  
   funded in the 2011-2013 biennium 

 Y Election of officers 
   President ï Kay Kreklau Ÿ 
      North Dakota District 

         VP of Special Focused Ministries ï  
      Pat Reichert ï South Dakota District 
   VP of Organizational Resources ï  
      Carolyn Blum ï South Wisconsin District 
   Treasurer ï Lois Anderson ï Utah-Idaho District 
   Pastoral Counselor ï Rev. John Heckmann ï  
      Texas District 

 Y Bylaws Amendments passed with a greater  
   appreciation for the word ñintentionalò 

 Y Mission Speakers ï Dr. David Birner, Andrea  
   Herman, Todd and Kim Roeske are from Indiana  
   serving with LCMS Word Mission as missionaries/ 
   church planters among the Tagahaulo people in the  
   Philippines 

 Y Mites in Action Speakers ï Dr. Paul and Becky  
   Shaw; Paul Miller; Rev. Jeff Johnson 

 Y Motivational Speaker ï Katie Stam ï  
ŶMiss America 2009 (Seymour, Indiana)   

Y Banner Procession ï district presidents /  
   YWRôsŸ 

Y Convention Offerings ï an outpouring of  
    Godôs love 

Y Kristine Stout ï Handbell Soloist  
   (Nashville, Indiana) 

     Take time to go to the lwml.org website and read the 
update of convention happenings. All praise and glory to 
God for all the things He does in and through us as we 
are in His WORD, PRAYING, WALKING IN HIS WAYS 
living on the edge!   

     We had the JOY of sending two Young Woman  
Representatives (YWRôs) to Convention ï Jenny Parkos 
and Susan Hudson. Look for their updates on page 11 of 

this issue of Good News. We sent Karen Blank,  
Deaconess, from Southwest Lutheran to receive leader 
training as a Heart to Heart Sister Leader to bring that 
information back and establish a Heart to Heart Sister 
Program in our district to reach out to women of diversity. 
Look for her article on page 6 of this issue of Good News.  

     Stay in Godôs WORD! God transforms our hearts. 
When we realize that we are with Jesus, we do not have 
to be afraid. We can share His love with boldness and 
confidence. We can ñlive on the edgeò each day! To 
whom can you reach out? Maybe it is  

ß a friend who is depressed 

ß a sister/brother in Christ having difficulty with a  
wayward child 

ß an elderly friend who is homebound 

ß a family member or friend who has been diagnosed 
with cancer  

ß a brother or sister in Christ who has lost a loved one 

ß a friend who is experiencing infertility 

     Let us go along side of them and be Jesus to them ï 
focused on sharing truths from Godôs WORD, uplifting, 
encouraging and sharing as we are empowered by Godôs 
Spirit.  I pray that you will continue to be in Godôs Word 
and ñlive on the edgeò right where you are. Recognize 
that you are with Jesus just as the disciples did in Acts 4 
and eagerly share all the things that you ñhave seen and 
heard.ò 
 

Serving Jesus with youð 

 

EfYg]XYbhÞgėEU[Y 

Indiana District Banner 
Banner Designer:  Marina Todd, sophomore at 
Northridge High School Middlebury, IN 

Banner Crafter:  Elaine Young, St. Paulôs Lutheran 
Church, Bremen, IN 

Description: The Indiana District Banner incorporates 
the state colors of blue and gold with the LWML  
convention logo of ñLiving on the Edge.ò It features a 
dark silhouette of a woman to represent the  

membership of Indianaôs LWML,  
standing on the edge of an 
abyss. The dark color reminds 
us that we are sinners standing 
on lifeôs precarious edge. How-
ever, looking toward the  
heavens is the cross of gold, 
radiating its rays of light, hope, 
and salvation. Because of His 
cross, we who live in Indiana are 
able to stand with confidence at 
the crossroads of the Midwest 
and life knowing that Jesus will 
sustain us in everything.  

http://www.lwml.org
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Indiana District LWML Mission Grants  
2010-2012 Biennium - $106,800     

        DǊŀƴǘ ¢ƻǘŀƭ     5ƛǎōǳǊǎŜŘ  .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ .ƛōƭŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ         Ϸ  мΣллл          ϷмΣллл    tŀƛŘ 

[ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ϷмнΣллл         ϷмнΣллл   tŀƛŘ 

hǊǇƘŀƴ DǊŀƛƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ         ϷмнΣллл         ϷмнΣллл   tŀƛŘ 

.ƛōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ .ƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊ DǳŀǘŜƳŀƭŀ      Ϸ  рΣллл         Ϸ  рΣллл           tŀƛŘ 

/ƻƴŎƻǊŘƛŀ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊȅ CƻƻŘ /ƻ-ƻǇ  ϷмнΣллл         Ϸ  сΣллл         ϷсΣллл 

.ǊŀƛƭƭŜ .ƛōƭŜǎ -- [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ .ǊŀƛƭƭŜ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΣ LƴŎΦ  Ϸ  оΣрлл         Ϸ  оΣрлл   tŀƛŘ 

[/a{ Wƻƛƴǘ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊȅ CǳƴŘ       ϷмлΣллл         ϷмлΣллл   tŀƛŘ  

IȅƳŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ YŜƴȅŀ          ϷмнΣллл         ϷмнΣллл   tŀƛŘ 

.ŀƭƭ {ǘŀǘŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ    ϷмнΣллл           ϷмнΣллл 

/ŀƭǾŀǊȅ LƴŘƛŀ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ         Ϸ  фΣллл         Ϸ  фΣллл            tŀƛŘ 

wŜǎǘƻǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 9ƳƳŀǳǎ  
 [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ      Ϸ  сΣнлл         Ϸ  сΣнлл   tŀƛŘ 

aƛŘǿŜǎǘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ       Ϸ  пΣппл                   ϷпΣппл 

wƛǎŜƴ [ƻǊŘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ       Ϸ  оΣуол         Ϸ  оΣуол             tŀƛŘ 

w¦¢I- wŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ¦ƴ-ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ  
 ¢ǳƛǝƻƴ IŜƭǇ          Ϸ  оΣуол         Ϸ  оΣуол           tŀƛŘ 
 

¢ƻǘŀƭ                                         ϷмлсΣулл        Ϸ упΣосл       ϷннΣппл 

Restoration of Historic  
Emmaus Lutheran Church 

Sanctuary 
Emmaus Lutheran Church is 
located in the Fountain Square 
area of the south side of  
Indianapolis. At one time, this 
was a thriving community; but 
now it has undergone many 
cultural and economic  
changes. Emmaus congrega-
tion has been reaching out to 
the diverse community with the 
Gospel in many different ways. 
Our mites helped to repair and 
paint the sanctuary to provide a 
beautiful and inviting place for 
worship to those who wish to 

hear more about our Savior.  

Midwest Chinese Ministry 
 

Midwest Chinese Ministry is located on the campus of Purdue  
University. DCE Tobias Toby Schmidt is reaching out not only  
to students from China but to other international students as well. These 
students are made to feel welcome through social activities. The  
International Women's Bible Study has been growing to the point that 
more helpers were secured to provide childcare during the class. Toby 
also offers ESL classes along with other Bible classes at Redeemer  
Lutheran church where volunteers offer to care for the children of adults 
who attend. Our mites provide materials to assist in this ministry where 

new souls are being won for Christ.   

At the recent biennial Indiana District LWML Convention, the  
delegates voted on new grants to fund during the 2010-2012  
biennium. They are listed above. There was a tie for the last two to  
receive any remaining funds. The delegates voted to split the amount 

of money available between Risen Lord and RUTH.    

Miriam Neumann 

Vice President - Mission Grants 

http://sites.google.com/site/purduemcm/
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Be Strong, Fear Not 
 

Rain! It can be a  
wonderful thing, bringing 
moisture to crops,  
watering flowers,  
cleaning the air, and 
making everything green 
and beautiful. However, 
in the last few weeks we 

have seen how rain can also produce fear; first 
through damaging floods and then in devastating  
tornadoes. We fear the loss of property and  
memories, but most of all we fear for our lives or the 
lives of loved ones. We can see the fear in the faces 
of children when it thunders, or when the weather alert 
sirens sound. We can feel the fear when we run to the 
basement with our loved ones. We are afraid when 
the wind whips around our houses, causing our plants 
to overturn, or worse, tree 
limbs or trees themselves 
to fall on houses. Many 
people have watched as 
the water has come clos-
er to their homes, or into 
them. This has been a 
particularly frightening 
and stormy spring. 
 

Where do we receive the strength to face our fears?  
What does God tell us about our fear and how does 
He comfort us in the midst of it? I have listed a few of 
the ways that God speaks to us and to our fear. Our 
Triune God tells us not to fear because we are His 
and our salvation is secure! 
 

Genesis 26:24: Fear not, for I am with you and will 
bless you. 

Psalm 23:4: Even though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you 
are with me; your rod and your staff, they  
comfort me. 

Psalm 27:1: The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

 

Isaiah 41:10: Fear not, for I am with you; be not  
dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen 
you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand. 

Isaiah 43:1: Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I 
have called you by name, you are mine. 

Matthew 10:28: And do not fear those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul.  Rather fear him 
who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 

Luke 12: 32: Fear not, little flock, for it is your  
Fatherôs good pleasure to give you the  
kingdom.  

 

God speaks to us just as He did to Joshua to ñBe 
strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do 
not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you 
wherever you goò Joshua 1:9. He will fight for us in our 
battles just as He fought for Joshua and the children 
of Israel in the battle of Jericho. We are told in Mark 
5:36 ñDo not fear, only believe.ò What are we to  
believe? In Acts 16:30 Paul and Silas are asked by 
the jailer ñSirs, what must I do to be saved?ò And they 
said, ñBelieve in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved, you and your household.ò 
 

The bad news is that we are sinful, frail human beings. 
We cannot keep ourselves from worry or fears, real 
and imagined. The good news, and it is good news 
indeed, is that we have a Savior, Jesus Christ, who 
we can take our fears to and He will give us strength 
and comfort. When the worst happens, and we are in 
the midst of tragedy and grief, He will take us and  
carry us through those times and strengthen our faith 
if we only believe. It is 
when we are weakest that 
we truly feel His strength. 
The next time you are  
fearful, reach out to Jesus; 
feel the strength and  
comfort that only He can 
give! 

 

Sammy Keller 

Christian Life Committee 

God Gave the Increase 
Check this out: a new book that is available from 
LWML - God Gave the Increase by Marlys Taege 
Moberg, Lauren Beale and Janice Kerper  
Brauer. It provides encouraging stories of God at 
work through LWML mites; it tells the history and 
results of LWML Mission Grants since the LWML 
was founded in 1942. The cost of the book is 
$18.00 and can be ordered on line at lwml.org or 
from the LWML Catalog.  

Indiana District Campus Ministry  
 

Is someone from your congregation off to 
college in Indiana or Kentucky next fall? 
Send the name of the student, home 
address, phone and college to  
 Pastor Jim Barton 
 University Lutheran Church 
 100 S. Chauncey Ave. 
West Lafayette, IN 47906 
ULuLaf@comcast.net 

Or click on this link  
Campus Ministry Student Referral 


